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DRONES FLYING HUNDREDS of metres in the sky ¥
over mountains and rough terrain are about to
become the latest tool used in major search and
rescue operations in Kerry.

By Ao O"Connor

" Along with sniffer dogs and

high-powered fiood vehicles,
drones carrying high-tech
cameras will be available to
the Civil Defence in Kerry in
major operations and severe
weather management.
Senior gardaf, as well as

representatives- from coast _

guard and dog agencies, all
attended the training exer-

cise in Valentia on Saturday.

The Civil Defence in Kerry
headed up a major tratning
exercise which brought to-
gether several agencies who
work together in times of
crisis and major communi-
ty events. They’re currently
awaiting the arrival of two
drones to Kerry for use in
search and rescue operations

Head of the Civil Defence
in Kerry, Tom Brosnan, is a
pioneer in the use of drones
which can scan huge areas
of terrain from kundreds of
melres overhead. -

‘While the Civil Defence

- are best known for their

mto

Festlval

presence at major commu-
nity events like Puck Fair,
the Rose of Tralee and the
Munster Final - they also
have a much broader role.

They are the agency best
trained to use drones in
search and rescue operations

" and also have access to sniff-

er and diver dogs.
*“The Civil Defence volun-
teer now is very different to

Taking part in the Table Top Inter Agency Emergency Service Exercises
on Valentia at the weekend were I-r: John Draper (Divisional Control-
ler Valentia Radio Station), Tom Brosnan (CDO Kerry) and Annemarie
Lynch {Cahersiveen CDU) pictured here with some of the Drones be-
ing used by the Civil Defence to aid in search operations.

years ago. All of them have

to be qualified and certified .

in different arcas, from driv-
ing professionals to swift
water responders, manual
handling and first aid,” Tom
Brosnan said.
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We want o help you look your best at your Graduatlon
with our fantastic offers on a selected range of suits

3 piece suit from ONLY €199

Civil Defence are a statuto-
ry agency and come under
the remit of Kerry County
Council. They continue to
recruit and train more vol-
UGALEErs every year,

2 piece suit from ONILY €149
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